Minutes

Sutton Middle School PTA Coffee Talk Minutes

October 18, 2011
Welcome – Audrey Sofianos
Home School Liaison (Parent Liaison)

· Natalie has come back to us in this position from the SAM position we lost earlier this year.

· She will work with APS, SRT4, and other schools to learn how to get more parent involvement in our school.
Passing of 7th Grade Student
· There are no details on how the student passed and we are giving the family the privacy they deserve during this time of crisis in their family.  The student moved here last year from JJ Daniel.

· He passed Friday, the services were Sunday and on Monday a crisis management team came in to talk to all 7th grade students.  A letter to all 7th grade families was also sent home.

· The crisis management team is still here and is available to any student.  Students may go to their teachers and the teacher will refer them to the team.  The team is made up of social workers, counselors (Sutton has three on staff).  The team and administrators have been watching the students in the halls for signs of anyone needing help.

· Because of this situation and with the presence of the crisis management team, other students have come forward with other issues that we have been able to address and find those students help as well as informing their families.

· Some students made cards for the family and one student requested time for prayer.

· A lot of information is flying around on the internet, Facebook and other social media sites.  Ms. Sofianos recommends keeping middle school students off Facebook.  This is a time for us as a community and as families to discuss these types of issues so our students know how to better handle them.

· It was recommended that the administration and/or the PTA find training for kids and parents on how to handle similar issues.  Parents are looking for help on where do we go from here, how do we support our kids and families.

New Business
Dr. Brochstein – Eagle Scout Project

· Thank you to the PTA for sponsoring the garden and to Home Depot for donating materials.

· Still looking for volunteers to help with his project.  He needs 50 hours from volunteers.  Last Saturday only 1 volunteer showed up.  This Saturday from 9-12pm is another opportunity to help.
Bleacher Campaign
· Forms are available.

· We are not able to do a Booster Club so we are selling brass plates for the new bleachers.
· They will be $50 each and will hold approximately 18 characters.

· There are 100 benches and we will sell as many as we can.  Possibly plates at both ends.

8th Grade Coordinator – Angela Church 
· Event at the home of Phyllis Smith was a success.

· Dues are $25 and it covers everything – promotion, dance, field day and a t-shirt.  It does not include the yearbook or trip.

· Trip this year is to New York.  Only ¼ of the class has paid so far.  October 23rd is the deadline.  The date has not been set yet.

· Kreme of the Krop is this Friday.  North Atlanta comes to meet with students, bring them a t-shirt, have donuts and discuss the small learning communities.

· North Atlanta Tailgate is the 28th at 5pm.  We are taking our Sutton Cheerleaders.  They are offering free BBQ, all you have to do is show up.

· Mr. Lloyd is working with the art teacher, Mr. Smith, on a mural in the 8th grade hallway.  If any 8th graders are interested in helping, talk to Mr. Lloyd. 

· Great turn out at The Lodge for the 8th grade parent meeting last month.

· Next meeting will be a The Stalls (owned by a Sutton parent), no date set yet.
Dues & Donations – Carolyn White
· So far we have 430+ members, 100 teachers and staff for a total of $45,000

· Directories go out this week to parents who have joined.

· “Thank you” gifts will start being delivered next week.
Fall Frolic – Gwendy Johnston

· Still collecting reservations.  Once you have turned in your reservation form you will get a confirmation e-mail.

Prospective Parent Party – Melissa Speir

· Event is this Thursday from 7-9pm at the home of Susan and Mark Loeffler at 2715 Arden Road(corner of Arden and West Wesley).

· This party is for any parent from a feeder school.  It’s a chance for them to interact with other Sutton families, meet Audrey.

 Coke Rewards – Lisa Ladisic

· For the next three days Coke will double points at mycokerewards.com.  This is only for your personal account not the Sutton account.

· There is a collection box in the PTA room

· We have been able to get 6 soccer balls for the girls soccer team and may school supplies.

· Box Top competition is going on as well.
Speaker – Blair Cunningham:  “Helping Your Child be Financially Responsible in the Midst of Affluence”
· Mr. Cunningham has been a Financial Advisor in the community for over 20 years.

· He was a student at Sutton in 1973 and glad to be back and see the changes made to his old school.

· We now live in an affluent society and he has been delivering his message to students and parents to help them learn how to be financially successful in life.

· His presentation is attached.

Next Meeting
· PTA Board Meeting – October 24th @ 1pm

· APS Administration Meeting – October 25th @ 6pm at N. Atlanta in the Theatre

· NAPPS Meeting – October 26th @ 12pm at Sarah Smith Intermediate Campus

· Sutton Coffee Talk – November 1st @ 12pm
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