PTA Coffee Talk

September 3, 2008

Meeting called to order by:  Kim McCauley @ 9:06 am

Welcome & Introductions

        Blues BBQ turn in count for food this week

        Mary Zizzi -Dues and Donations @ 450 PTA memberships with 35% student body participating

        Teachers @ 100 % As an incentive, the first three home rooms @ 100 %, the teacher will receive $100

Principal A. Sofianos:

Math & Reading revamped varied levels of Math on each grade. Open the doors for kids to move into the highest level that they can handle.  Would like to provide some out of school resources, i.e. Internet.

Rotational Reading: As an IB school required 50 hrs foreign language.  Does not fit in reading class.  Need a bit of change in foreign language.  Would like to start book clubs to entice reading for students at Sutton.

Rotational reading two days reading two days foreign language.  Looking at other states and what Ga. requires.

104 students out of 270 that had to take the test over for the CRCT.  Failure rate in Georgia went up 40-50 students.

Additional Staff added to Sutton, i.e. a third counselor, so that now there is one for each grade; full time Social Worker;  Academic Dean; and a teacher.

Total students 934 as of 9-1-08.    Building capacity 1000.   960 Max next year.

Club List is getting put together.

Infinite Campus, APS’s new student information system, is a great tool for every aspect of the student. 

Visitors:

 Mr. MyGrant, Principal of North Atlanta, and the Dean of Academics, John Denine; and the Center for the Arts director, Mr. Reginald Colbert.

The school has a $30 million renovation underway. The students will not need to be relocated during construction.  (The construction will take place in one wing at a time.)  The tennis courts have been resurfaced and one court added; the baseball field was repaired.  

The school zone for North Atlanta was reduced over the summer, and the enrollment has decreased accordingly. 

IB an expensive model to be a part of.

Will have statistical data in upcoming meetings.

Entrepreneurship program

Full time graduation coach in the future.

Cell Phone usage: have not had any issues with cell phones

Proof of residency: (everyone’s information is important, enormous tasks) in the spring parents sent in power bills.  Out of zone hot line is available for zoning problems.

Amy Durham – According to the office of chief of Staff under Beverly Halls every student must re register every year. Two forms of ID.

The PTA then voted and approved the following amendments to the budget:

Showcase teacher liaison $400. 

Year book liaison $600

Washer Dryer: $3,000 

Invite to two events at North Atlanta:  this Friday Coffee Talk 8:30 Media Center, 

September 26th Chastain’s on Roswell Road, $30 adults- discounted rate for kids.

GA PTA advocacy conference coming up all are welcome  

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.

