Sutton Coffee Talk Minutes

September 9, 2009  9:00 am

 Audrey Sofianos, principal:

Audrey Sofianos talked about College Colors day, which was held on 9/4, where students went on a scavenger hunt to discover where their teachers attended college.  This was a fun activity that helped promote school spirit and a family community feel in a large school of 1047 students.  

A technology teacher will be hired soon to teach a Video Journalism class as well as help run the  Mac Lab.

There will most likely not be an additional foreign language teacher hired (1 has already been added this year, so we have 6 on staff).  Now that we are an IB school, we are required to provide foreign language instruction for every student.

In Spanish, they have tried to do a strand for "Hispanic Heritage" students, but other than that, there is no real "leveling" at this time, but we will work toward that in the future.

Progress reports will go home on Friday, 9/11.

Campus Parent Portal is up, and parents need to stop by office and show a picture ID to receive a pamphlet with directions on how to sign up.   Parents will have access 24 hours a day to students' attendance and grades.  Sutton is one of 15 schools selected as a pilot site for the “Student Grades” portion of Campus Parent Portal.

Blues and BBQ is Friday, 9/11/09.

Students now have lockers - some are sharing in 7th and 8th grade, but they hope to have new lockers installed soon.

All teachers have been encouraged to have a blog to communicate with parents.

Three areas that are on the forefront for Sutton right now - technology, how to better utilize the space in back of school (tennis courts), and better use of the football and soccer fields 

--Technology: Only 3 Promethian boards are in the building (in Science and Math classes - one in each grade), but Ms. Sofianos would love to have more.  Her first approach was to work through the system, but she now thinks we may need to look at receiving large grants or fundraising to purchase these.  There is no electrical wiring in the classrooms for these, so the cost would be even higher. Technology is an area that she wants to improve, and if we receive some stimulus money, that is where a large portion of that money would go.

--Tennis Courts: She would also like to do something with the tennis courts in the back of the building because they are not useable, but it is good space where something else could be built, such as a group/team meeting space, gathering area for kids to have lunch etc.  

--Fields: There has also been talk about how to utilize the football and soccer space more fully potentially with a track around the fields. 

We get about $250,000 in Title I money, but the bulk of that goes to paying for 4 staff members, so that doesn't leave much money to put toward technology.

Wednesday afterschool tutorials will begin in the next few weeks, and there will be 24 sessions and some buses available for transportation.  

New Business:

Nancy Meister (NAPPS) is looking for someone to take over the role of president and vice - president.  You can email her at nancymeister@beacham.com if you are interested. 

Sutton Source:

Leigh Ann Livaditis wanted to make sure everyone is receiving the newsletter electronically.

Beth Ryan informed new parents on how to schedule a team meeting with all their child's teachers by contacting Jennifer Miller in the office to arrange a conference.

Leigh Ann said she is gathering photos for Sutton's “Free Press newsletter.”

Dues and Donations:

There has been about $38,000 collected so far with $4,300 in pledged matching grants, with the goal being $48,000 to cover all budgeted items for the year.  

Blues and BBQ:

Christie Derrick and Laura Wright are co-chairing this event that will be held on Friday, 9/11/09, on the backyard patio beside the theater.

Tickets are being sold in morning and afternoon carpool as well as through homeroom teachers.  Tickets, which are $8.00 for adults 12 and up, and $5.00 for children 11 and under, will also be sold at the event.  

Spring Orientation:

We are still in need of someone to chair the Spring Orientation.  This person(s) would chair the event and form a committee to plan the event held in the spring for families that have made the decision to attend Sutton.  It is a great time to meet teachers and receive material for the upcoming school year.

Club Sign Ups:

A parent wanted to know how students who participate in sports could also join a club, and if  they could join after the season is over even if the club has already begun meeting?  

Mrs. Sofianos said some clubs are held before school or are held on days when teams don’t have practice, so students may have to choose clubs that fit into their schedules.

There are many (over 23) clubs available, and there should be one to interest everybody.

Intramurals and Sports:

Please come out and support the teams during their games.  First home football game is Saturday, 9/26, at 10 am with a cookout to follow.

Intramurals - ultimate frisbee, tennis, and lacrosse are all open to 6th graders, but other grades can join if spaces not filled by 6th graders.

Legislative Update - Pam George:

There were budget cuts, but none drastically affected K-12

Districts are getting a lot of flexibility on how to spend stimulus money.

As of 5/09, 67% awarded to Georgia with the remainder of the money released in 9/2010.

NAHS Update -

 Amy Durham (VP of First Impressions - point person for questions about North Atlanta).

Tailgate party - 9/25/09 at 4 pm in upper parking lot of N. Atlanta for prospective parents and students.  Food is free and students can ride a "Spirit Bus" from N. Atlanta to Riverwood to see the game.  There is a minimal charge for the bus, which includes a ticket to the game, the bus ride, face painting and a pompom.

On October 15th, a cocktail party will be held at Phyllis and Jeff Smith's house.  Sutton students will experience "Kreme of the Crop" on this day where North Atlanta students come over and bring Krispy Kreme doughnuts to the 8th graders and they listen to the North Atlanta students talk about the school.

October 20th is the first North Atlanta tour – they begin at 9 am for about 2 hours, and ends with a round table discussion with Mr. MyGrant.  Call Kelley Day to reserve spot on tour – 

404/802-4744.

The cross country team at North Atlanta is holding a fundraiser "Carbs for a Cause" where you can order in advance a baked ziti dinner for $20.00.  Orders must be placed by Friday, 9/11, and you can pick up at North Atlanta on Monday, 9/14 in the lower parking lot.

Phase 1 of the renovation is complete at North Atlanta.  Phase 2 will take place this summer, so this years’ 8th graders will be the first class to experience the full renovation.

Many North Atlanta graduates are attending many Ivy League and top tier colleges, and much money was received for scholarships for graduates.  

The IB Middle Years program begins at Sutton in 6th grade, and runs continuously through 10th grade at NA.

In 11th grade, some of those students go into the full IB diploma program.  

Go to www.northatlanta.org to see more info.

Boxtops for Education:

Judy Harrison spoke about the “Boxtops for Education” program, and encouraged parents to save tabs on top of cereal, ziploc baggies, etc.  The school receives 10 cents for each tab collected.  There is a contest that will run for 2 weeks and the homeroom that collects the most will win doughnuts.  

Wellness Committee - Stacey Dougan, Sydney Shipps:

A new committee this year, with a multi-disciplinary approach.  They are hoping to get more outside time for students, healthier and more nutritious lunches, and more initiatives for recycling.  They would like to welcome more committee members.

The meeting adjourned at 10:45am.

Notes submitted by Christie Derrick

