Coffee Talk Minutes
October 6, 2009

Meeting commenced at 9:00 am

New Business -  Beth Ryan and Leigh Ann Livaditis:

Sutton’s parent social is schoolwide this year at The Brookwood.  Tickets are $20 per person and must be purchased by 10/17/09.

Dues & Donations - Julie Salisbury:

After fall break, a classroom challenge will be launched.  The homeroom teacher in each grade that has the highest number of PTA members will receive a $100 restaurant gift card.

There are 426 members of PTA, 100% faculty and staff.   They would like to boost parent membership.  

Julie asked the school board candidates if they would like to join the PTA because it's open to any member of the community who supports what we do at Sutton.

Legislative Update - Pam George:

She attended PTA conference at the state capital.  Legislative chairs are monitoring what is going on in legislature that affects public schools.  Some suggestions how PTAs can get involved with what's going on in legislature is to create online discussion groups and hosting “meet and greets”.

NAHS Update - Amy Durham:

Amy reminded us of 8th grade Prospective Parent social/dinner that will be held on 10/15/09 at Phyllis Smith's house.  Parents will have a chance to chat with Mr. Mygrant and PTA presidents.  The morning of 10/15/09, 8th graders will be visited by 12 NAHS students and will be given doughnuts.  This is called "Kreme of the Krop."  

Cynthia Brown spoke about "Taste of North Atlanta" which will be held tonight at NAHS.

Tickets are $10 per person if purchased in advance, and $15 at the door.  There is an amazing array of restaurants that will be providing samples of food and it's a good time to look around the school and meet others in the community.

NAHS flea market is 10/17/09 from 9-3pm.  Part of the proceeds will go to the NAHS Honor Society and other proceeds will go to Restoration Hope - a charity in Haiti.

Tables for vendors are $25 and vendors keep their proceeds.

Leigh Ann reminded parents about the Prospective Parent party for rising Sutton families tonight at Denise Spiegl's house.

Beth thanked Dedra Grizzard for hospitality refreshments for today's meeting.

Beth updated everyone on Sutton families and faculty that were flooded, and reminded that specific items that families need were listed in the Source.  

NAPPS - Cynthia Brown said she and her husband are new co-presidents.  NAPPS meets monthly to share information and to support schools within our cluster.  The first meeting is Wednesday, 10/28/09 at E. Rivers. Please bring your own lunch. Dessert and drinks provided.
Introduction of School Board Candidates/ Q & A:

Reuben McDaniel (District 8 - City wide seat), Nancy Meister (running for District 4 seat), and Mark Riley (running for District 4 seat).

The following questions for school board candidates were previously submitted by parents: 

Q1)  Mark Riley has been an at-large representative with a different seat from Katy Patillo’s.  His signs say "Re-Elect Riley," but is he running for re-election to his old city-wide position, or against Nancy Meister for the local seat (which is not re-election since he's not the incumbent)?  And if he's not running for re-election, who is running for the at-large seat?    
 
A) He has been in the "at -large" seat for eight years, but stepped aside so Reuben McDaniel could run for that seat.   Reuben is running unopposed for Citywide At Large seat, and Mark Riley is running for District 4 seat against Nancy Meister.

Q2) What are your ideas for solving the current overcrowding problem at Sutton Middle School?

A)- Nancy said that we need to sit down with parent groups to discuss this. Some options are to build another middle school or we could have a 6th grade academy at a different location. She feels it's important for the community to have a voice and all of us together to figure it out.

-Reuben said the real answer is probably some type of 6th grade academy.   He reminded us that there was a lot of parent revolt when primary centers first started and now everyone loves them.

-Mark said we need a lot of input, but need a quick solution so instruction is not impacted.

It’s critical to move quickly and aggressively.  

Katy Patillo added that she promised that "something was cooking", but she couldn't talk about it yet.

Q3) How likely is it that a new school could be built by Fall of 2010 if that is the route decided to take?

A) Mark said we need to move quickly, but we have a setback by losing Valerie Thomas (who was the head of APS facilities) to cancer. She passed away last week and she had worked hard to make these facilities happen.  He asked for ideas and said to e-mail him, Katy or Sharon Pitts.  Roz McClure added from the floor that there is a lot right next door to us for sale.

Nancy said she agrees that leasing a space is a good idea.  She thinks being in a crowded 7th or 8th grade classroom impacts testing down the road.

Q4) Where have you chosen to send your kids to school and why?

A) Mark said his family made a choice to use private school at one point, but has a son in 11th grade at NAHS right now.  His preference is public schools and he wouldn't be doing his job if he didn't believe that was the essence of what builds communities.

He also has a 9th grader at Westminster, who is a “computer geek,” and that was the best place for him.  He also thinks choice is important.

Reuben has a 5th grader at Morris Brandon and plans for him to attend Sutton and then NAHS.  He believes a lot of education takes place outside of the classroom in the family, through interactions with other people and interactions with other children.  

Nancy's kids attended Morris Brandon & Garden Hills, Sutton, and NAHS, where she currently has an 11th grade son.

Q5) Nancy- What was your greatest accomplishment as President of NAPPS?   

A)  Listening to everyone and addressing the needs of community.    

Reuben - how have you been involved with the school system since 4 years ago?

A)  He has gotten involved in many organizations over the years that impact education.

Mark - what is your greatest accomplishment over the past 8 yrs. on the school board?

A)  Entire reform agenda.  Worked hard early on and was trained of proper role of board and administration and put a strategic plan together with Dr Hall. 

Q6)  Can you talk about results of the athletic audit and more specifically, how did Sutton compare in that study?

A) Mark said things like sports are a huge factor in keeping kids interested in school.  His son didn't want to be at Sutton in 7th grade because he was interested in Lacrosse.  Dr. Hall commissioned yearlong study system-wide.  Field space and uniforms will be addressed in future.  He is passionate about this, and it will be an exciting, outstanding athletic program - may take a few years, but it will happen.

Reuben said we have great athletes and they need to be honored with a great program.  

Nancy said she had not seen the audit and says kids have not benefited.    System is taking money from outside organizations that rent our field space and we don't know where that money goes.

Q7)  Since IB is District 4's reform model, what is your view of the significance of an IB education?

A)  Nancy said the work in the middle years IB program helped her son in the high school program. Her oldest child said the IB curriculum sets kids apart from others and helped with college applications.

Reuben said we're blessed to have the IB program and we need to maintain and enhance the program.

Mark said it is a wonderful program and provides opportunity for individual learning styles.

The last question was about the importance of building leadership skills and Reuben answered it.

Principal - Audrey Sofianos:

Thanked all the candidates for coming today and it was great to hear about their experiences and visions for APS.

Campus Parent Portal - will be open after Fall Break on 10/15/09 and grades for this semester will be finished up.

First fall break is coming up, and teachers will be attending 2 days of meetings, Science and Math workshops, and IB training.   On Tuesday teachers will be going to a luncheon in their honor for making target (73% of targets made).

The Positive Action Committee (combination of parents, students and staff) is overseeing "No Place for Hate" which is a nationwide program that promotes anti-bullying.  

Twelve young men were selected to go to GA Tech for a leadership conference about planning for the future.

The Student Council wants to have a drive to benefit students affected by the flooding.  They are working with the school social worker and families to determine individual needs.  They are also working with Scott Elementary school which was very hard hit and trying to help out there.

The Sports Pep Rally will be on 10/22/09 to honor all ongoing fall sports & academic all-stars.

There will be a special tutorial on 10/22/09 and then a makeup football game held after that.

Still have Ultimate Frisbee going on.  Football hasn't won a game yet,  Soccer team is 5-1,  girls softball and cross country going on .

Current enrollment is 1048 and in process of hiring new staff.

ISS program has been revamped with a phenomenal staff member running it.

Foreign language status - have made improvements in Spanish and now analyzing and working on French.

Leigh Ann announced that the next PTA meeting will be on 11/10/09 and will be a night time meeting at 7:00pm and that we are working on a speaker.
Meeting adjourned at 10:15 am

Minutes submitted by Christie Derrick

