November 10, 2009

PTA meeting

Commenced at 6:15 pm

New Business:

Feeder School Tours to Sutton:  All six feeder schools’ 5th graders are coming to Sutton to see a play, have a Q & A session, and tour the school. These tours will be happening between November 9-18. We will host about 590 5th graders during this time.

Sports Update - Fall sports: Cross Country, Boys Soccer, Girls Softball, & Boys Football have just completed.

Boys and Girls Basketball already selected and had 1st game last Saturday.   1st 6 games girls go first, and then boys go first after that. 

Intramurals - Fall Intramurals finished - Ultimate Frisbee

Lacrosse has started.  

Hoping to have a dance intramural to start in Jan followed by a tennis intramural.

This is a great way to get introduction to a sport w/out pressure of having to try out.

Science, Math, SS Fairs are getting ready to start.  Several levels of competition and our students usually do very well.  This is for all 3 grades and each grade has a topic area - 6th is SS, 7th is Science, and 8th is Math. The fair will be on Tuesday, November 17th.

All Pro Dads - happens once a month at 7:35am - 3rd Fri. of every month, has keynote speaker, have about 100 people attend each month.  Is very inspirational for the kids and dads.

Recyclables - Recycling Challenge is getting ready to get started next Wed - 3/15 and school that collects most wins cash prizes.  Start saving and crushing aluminum cans, bottles etc. and send in.  All this info is in Sutton Source.

APS Neighborhood Celebration - A new thing APS is trying in North Cluster.  On Sat. 11/21 from 2-4 pm at NAHS.  A time to celebrate the great cluster of schools we have.  Kids will be involved, celebrities will be there, parades, performances etc.

Sutton Scoop Newsletter is being prepared.  Bindu B. is in charge of this project and it's going to be sent to business partners, community leaders and feeder schools to inform about what is going on at Sutton.

Barnes and Noble Book Fair - Andrea Radtke has wish list from 16 teachers for books they would like.  It is 12/9-12/16 at Barnes and Noble on 2900 Peachtree Rd. in The Peach shopping center.  Our next coffee talk will be on 12/11 at 9 am there.

Carpool Changes - Audrey Sofianos said we have tried some different things.  There are about 90 cars on the average day going through carpool.  Reide Onley and Sydney Shipps have been working with school, Chastain Civic Association and PATH to assist with these changes.  There is also a need for visitor parking.

Reide (a Sutton parent and a representative of the CPCA) gave out a map with new carpool changes that will be implemented.  The PATH is adding some new sidewalks and new curbs that will make it  "right turn only" out of school and no entrance from there at all.  This work will begin around the holidays.  

Our new School Board Representatives Nancy Meister (District 4) and Reuben McDaniel (District 8 - At Large) were present to speak and answer questions.

Reuben met with Dr. Hall and Sharon Pitts today and discussed Sutton overcrowding.  They are working on this solution each day because they know something needs to be done soon.  Sharon said if a new physical space was implemented by 8/10, then it would be a temporary leased space.

Reuben said hopefully by Dec. there will be a proposal to what can happen next year and then after that there will be a more permanent/long term plan.  There will be community input opportunities to come up with a long term solution.

Want to maintain "Sutton Brand" and keep kids out of portables.  

Nancy encouraged everyone to contact them with our input because it's valuable. 

NAPPS – Cynthia and Jim Brown are new co-Presidents of North Atlanta Parents for Public Schools. 11/18 next meeting at GH at noon – bring your own lunch, drinks and dessert provided.

Budget - Jim Fitzgibbons

We have been diligent about spending money and will be reallocating some money, but overall we are doing well.  More will be discussed at our next meeting in December.  So far, we have collected about $4,000 more this year in donations than last year. As for our Chastain parking fundraiser, it was not too rainy during the concert season, so we didn't have a lot of rainouts and we kept our parking price down to $10.00 and that seemed to help.  

Copy of Budget is attached.

Meeting adjourned at 7:20pm.

Notes submitted by Christie Derrick

