Sutton Coffee Talk

January 12, 2010

Meeting commenced 9:00 am

New Business:

Jim FitzGibbons went over the proposed amended budget and said we would also revise it after Spring Break.  Beth Ryan explained that we are trying to spend all the money that has been raised this year on children who are actually here this year, and not having a large amount roll over to the next school year.  

Sudie Palmer made a motion to accept the amended budget. Cynthia Brown seconded. A vote was held, and the amended budget was passed unanimously.

Beth read a letter from Dr. Hall that was sent to some parents explaining that a final decision on how to address the Sutton overcrowding has not been made at this time. The letter stated that a proposal would be made by APS by the end of January. 

NAPPS - Cynthia Brown

Cynthia encouraged all parents to attend the next meeting at noon on 1/27/10.  The topic will be about the primary schools in our clusters.

She reassured the group that the “people downtown are working very hard to address our overcrowding situation and they want to come up with the best solution.”

We had about an 86% retention rate from the elementary schools this past year.  That is a positive situation, but our building was not designed for these numbers and if numbers trend the way they are expected to, then in 3 years we will be 1/3 over capacity.  They are looking at land, temporary space and many other options and want to solve this in a way that we can all live happily with.

8th Grade Trip – Shawnee Smith

Shawnee said there is still time to register kids to attend the class trip to Orlando from 2/17-2/19/10.  There are about 55 signed up and still space available.  Parents can also sign students up online.

Beth said 6th graders are going to Williamsburg in March, and 7th graders are going to Washington DC in April.

More information about class trips is on the Sutton website.

Meredith Kaltman added that we will know something by the end of this week about whether there will be an 8th grade trip to Boston.

Mr. Tracy Pitts - represents Atlanta City Park & Recreation

There is an after school program at Peachtree Hills Gym for ages 5-15 year olds, and they will picked up at Sutton.  

He said they also offer "Camp Best Friends" for summer and that cost is $30/week and they have fee waivers.  Children bring their own lunch each day.

Tracy wants the park and recreation area to be a place for kids to learn all the fundamentals of sports to prepare them to compete in upper grades.  The cost is $50 (see attached brochure).

Beth said we also have a relationship with Agape and La Amistad, which offer after school programs for children as well as Sutton's afterschool program where the kids stay with Mr. Moody.

North Atlanta High School - Mr. John Denine/ Dean of Academics at North Atlanta

2 big things going on at NAHS: 

1-   They are halfway through a 32 million dollar renovation at their facility.  

2 -  They are dividing themselves into small learning communities, with their own administrators, counselors, and floors.  These are cohesive, 4 year plans, organized around a common theme. 

The three themes are International Studies, Business, and Arts and Communities.  All three Small Learning Communities (SLC's) are 100% College Prep.  

NAHS has a 98% college acceptance rate.  Over 18 million dollars in scholarships was awarded last school year.

They have a K-12 IB Continuum.  The students finish the IB program in 10th grade, and then have the option of applying to enter the IB Diploma Program (DP) in 11th and 12th grades.  

John predicts that next year's class will have had much more IB experience "under their belt."

In 5 years, EVERY STUDENT enrolling from our attendance zone will have had 9 (K-8) or 10 (PreK - 8) years of IB instruction.

Receiving the IB Diploma:

6 DP subjects taken over Junior and Senior years 

Each IB subject is graded internationally on a 7 point scale. 

Average a 4 out of  7 (57%) and a student meets the university acceptance criteria for almost every nation on earth.

Enrollment in DP dramatically improves college acceptance rate.

The real reason to participate in the IB Diploma program is that students are prepared for college when they get there!

Students may receive advanced placement or college credit. 

How do you get into NAHS?

Prior to spring break, representatives from NAHS will visit all 8th grade homerooms and give a quick pitch on each program and the kids will fill out a form selecting their preference of SLC, foreign language, their art, and electives.

They will check a box if they are interested in the IB diploma program.

They will have a schedule sent to them before school is out in May with an opportunity to have a schedule change.

On Thursday, 1/21/10, there will be a North Atlanta NOW program, held at NAHS at 6:30 pm with more information.  

Meredith Kaltman:

Report cards are delayed by one day due to snow and will go home on 1/13/10.

Tutorials are typically on Wednesdays, but for the next 12 sessions, they will shift their focus to students who they feel can be pushed to "exceeding on CRCT" rather than just those who need help in class.  This will be the focus until April.  

Next Wednesday, 1/20/10, will be the statewide 8th Grade Writing Test.  Some students are being pulled into writing workshops this week to help "push them along."  The students need to be at school on time for this test.  

ITBS Testing will be held March 8th - 11th and will resume following Monday, 3/15/10.

CRCT will begin Tuesday, April 20th, and state law states that 8th graders must pass Math and Language Arts in order to pass to 9th grade.

Leigh Ann Livaditis reminded parents to open and read the Sutton Source each week.  She encouraged parents to submit news to her about students excelling or attending programs outside of school.

Meeting Adjourned

10:00 am

Minutes submitted by Christie Derrick

