Coffee Talk February 4 minutes

Meeting commenced at 9:00 am

New Business:  Beth Ryan said we need to vote on some amendments to our by-laws.  (see attached)

1st Amendment:  Amend Article VI, Section 1, Line 2 – by striking out “2 vice presidents” and inserting, “3 vice presidents.”

Cynthia Brown moved to amend, Amy Shea seconded.  All voted in favor.

2nd Amendment:  Amend Article VI, Section 2, Line 1 – by striking out “April” and inserting “March.”  Therefore reading, “Officers shall be elected in the month of March.”   Amend Article VI, Section 7, Line c., by striking out “April” and inserting “March”. Therefore reading: “The nominating committee shall nominate an eligible person for each office to be filled and report its nominees at the regular general membership meeting in March at which time additional nominations may be made from the floor.” Amend XIII, Section 3, Line 1, by striking out “April” and inserting “March”. Therefore reading: “The election meeting shall be held in March”.

Sudi Palmer made a motion to change, Stephanie Duncan seconded.  All voted in favor.

Nominating Committee vote:  Leigh Ann Livaditis explained role of the Nominating Committee for this year.

They have one month (by March 6) to come up with a slate of officers for Sutton’s PTA board.  Margaret Long has volunteered to chair the committee.  There will be a total of 5 committee members and 2 alternates.

The other committee members who have volunteered are Sherri Calcagno, Dawnitra Quigley, 

Laura Toth, Laura Wright, Aimee Fitzgibbons, and Gwendy Johnston.  Beth asked the group if anyone would like to self nominate, but no one volunteered.  All voted in favor of the proposed committee members serving.

Legislative Report:  Pamela George encouraged us to go to GeorgiaPTA.org to see what's going on.  There are many legislative issues discussed on here around property taxes, compulsory age for graduation, school nutrition, and more.  She suggested we click on "Education" at this site to see all the bills that are being discussed right now.  They also designate what's "Hot" which are things getting ready to go to vote.

She also said there is a way for children, age 12 and up, to become pages for a day in the GA Legislature.

GA PTA day is 2/23, but registration begins 2/9/10 and the cost is $50.00.

See attached notes for other legislative details.

Spring Sports Update:  Leigh Ann Livaditis - She said the golf team is getting started.

Julie Salisbury said that the team only has spots for 10, and is full, but that we can go to Matt Adams' website, which is at atpargolf.com, and sign your child up to be on a "B" Team and they can practice and scrimmage against the team. 

4/24/10 is the Sutton Invitational and Matt puts this on.

Girls Soccer tryouts are over and two teams were selected - a public school team and private school team.  Their first game is home against Westminster on 2/26/10 at 4:30.

Track and Field tryouts are getting ready to start.

Sutton Basketball teams are in the playoffs, and the games are on 2/10/10 at 5:00.

Intramurals - Ms. Mills is running the Hip Hop class with about 18 kids.  Tennis is starting up and will be on Monday and Friday afternoons beginning the end of February, and will last for 8 weeks.

Ultimate Frisbee will definitely be held in the spring.

Kim McCauley announced that we are entering into a drama partnership with Oglethorpe University, and there will be a musical held at Sutton in the spring. The play is Little Women. Auditions will take place after school in February. 

Sutton Showcase:  Diane Justice - said we don't know exact show date yet.  Rehearsals have been going on all week.  She said normally there are about 26 acts with about 125 performers and we have to be very careful not to go over the time limit that is allowed by Chastain.  She suggested that for in the future, to make sure to emphasize that kids come with their music, because many held sheets of lyrics in front of them, which comes across as ill prepared and hurts their audition.

Wellness:  Sydney Shipps - They are introducing a week at Sutton this year called "Love Your Body Week," She has been working with Dr. Dina Zeckhausen to get this started.  It will be held the week of 2/22/10.  Dina will be here the night of 2/23 to speak to parents about how to help children make healthy choices, and how parents can be a good example.  She will also speak to the girls at the Sutton Girl Talk meeting that day from 4-5.

The Media Department will help kids make a film where the kids are talking about how they feel when they look at glamour magazines, how they think they look, and how they feel about how they look.

Benchmark Testing:  Audrey Sofianos - We have 6th, 7th, and 8th grade counselors (see yellow sheets).  If a student is struggling, their first stop should be with grade level counselors for support.

Audrey recognized and introduced Nancy Meister, (our new school board rep), Meredith Kaltman (oversees testing, coaches teachers, instruction & related topics), Mr. Jennings, and Ms. Bouldin.   

She said we were named a Title I Distinguished School, a platinum award from the governor, and we received an award from Junior Achievement for our partnership with Price Waterhouse Coopers.  

We have a new partnership with the Ritz Carlton - Buckhead.  Ms. Hayne’ 7th grade year-round computer class students visited the hotel, and upon their arrival, the employees were waiting to greet them with applause.  They emphasized to kids that no matter what your industry, you should do it to the utmost of your abilities.

Career Day - 3/12:  Audrey.  The counselors and graduation coach have been working on this, and if anyone would like to volunteer, let Audrey or Beth Ryan know.  We need volunteers to come for Career Day, and they do not have to be parents of Sutton students.  Speakers arrive around 8:30 and they will have 3 sessions with each grade level and will end with a luncheon.

Recommendation to relieve overcrowding at Sutton Middle:  Audrey – 

Short Term Solution - There will be 8 temporary portables, 4-5 teachers will be added, and there will also be a temporary space for eating purposes, but we may not need to use it for that.  They will be located close to the tree line beside the courtyard.  There will be a combination of foreign language, science lab, etc. so no one team of students will be out there all day.  There will be restrooms in the theater area and they will work out the security as well.  We will also add more parking where the tennis courts currently are to make up for parking lost in the area where the portables will go.  Hopefully this will help us not lose too much revenue for Chastain parking.  APS looked at a lot of options for short term, but they couldn't find anywhere large enough or "kid friendly" enough to put a 6th Grade Academy.

Parents can send any thoughts on the short or long term recommendations to suttonfeedback@atlantapublicschools.us.

Long Term solution - There will be two IB middle schools in 2 years - One will be here at our current site and the other site will be at North Atlanta's current site.  There have been no decisions made at this time as to what feeder schools will go to which school.  She says that she is committed to both schools and is very invested to making sure that both schools are successful.  She said it will be painful for Sutton to lose some of their students.  She said she needs to get as many teachers trained in IB as possible because they may need to move and she may be asked to move as well.

Leigh Ann Livaditis asked everyone to consider keeping Sutton as a 6th grade academy and putting 7th and 8th graders at NAHS, so that we can keep our school intact without having to start from scratch and go through the time-consuming and expensive IB accreditation process.

NAPPS: Cynthia Brown - 2/24 is the next meeting at noon at Bolton Elementary.  The overcrowding recommendation for our cluster is one topic and there will be other topics relevant to our cluster as well.

North Atlanta NOW:  Amy Durham - gave handouts that were distributed at the NAHS Open House a few weeks ago.  She also showed their video to the group.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am

