March 16, 2010 PTA meeting Minutes
Meeting commenced at 6:45 pm 

Presenting of slate for next year’s PTA Board:  Margaret Long thanked the Nominating Committee, and then introduced the slate for next year’s PTA board:  Leigh Darby, Reide Onley, Shawnee Smith, Jennifer Wray, Sue Rodman, Paige Hill, and Christie Derrick.  Beth Ryan asked if there were any other nominations from the floor, and there were not.  

Cynthia Brown motioned to accept the slate, and Sudie Palmer seconded it.  The vote was unanimous.

Barnes & Noble Bookfair:  This will be held the week of 4/11-4/17.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Andrea Radtke at andyradtke@mac.com.

Wellness Committee:  Leigh Ann introduced the Wellness Committee Chairs – Stacey Duggan and Sydney Shipps.  Stacey said the committee is made up of student wellness ambassadors, the entire Sutton PE staff, teacher Mr. Moore, and Ms. Bouldin.

One of the things they are working on is making improvements in the school menu, such as providing more fruit and granola on an a la carte menu.

Love Your Body Week was held the week of 2/22 – 2/26.  Some of the highlights from this week were that students were introduced to “6 Weeks Wellness for CRCT preparation,” the staff had boot camp, and Dr. Dina Zeckhausen spoke to Sutton’s “Girl Talk.”

May 19-21 will be “Wellness Days,” and students will be able to sign up for different courses, such as physical, psychological, skincare, yoga etc.  They need volunteers to staff these days from 9-pm, so please let Stacy or Sydney know if you are interested or know someone who would be willing to participate.

North Atlanta High School:  Mrs. AJ Lee, Star Bracken, and Mr. Featherstone spoke about an 8th grade Transition Program that will take place 7/19 – 7/23 at Garden Hills Elementary (due to construction at NAHS).  

This program teaches study skills, traditions of the school, etc.

Lunch is provided from Chick Fil A or Jason’s Deli each day.  More info will be coming, and flyers were distributed at the meeting.

Sutton Local School Council:  Jimmy Livaditis introduced the council members.  The key things they are currently working on are assessment, instruction, and academic achievement.

He encouraged everyone to go to the Sutton website and complete the parent survey.  

Due to response and suggestions from the survey results from last year, these are some things the council has been working on this year:  dress code, more consistent enforcement of the dress code, attracting, retaining and supporting good teachers, and overcrowding.

NAPPS:  Cynthia Brown, co-president of NAPPS, congratulated Leigh Ann and Beth for the positive article that recently ran in the AJC.  

The next meeting will be held at E. Rivers, and will start earlier than usual at 11:30.  The topic will be “Athletics in the Big Picture.”

She said she would also be happy to address the “Riverwood Issue,” if anyone wanted to e-mail her.

A group of Sutton athletes introduced themselves and spoke briefly about the sport they were representing. 

Mrs. Sofianos recognized the teachers in attendance, and then introduced Ms. Kepler & Ms. Fielder, Sutton’s athletic directors.  She also introduced Mr. Jennings, Sutton’s assistant principal over Athletics, and Ms. Billette-Owens, director of Athletics for APS.

This panel then received questions from the floor.  Some of the questions asked an answered are below:

Question – Are Academics tied into sports?

Answer by Ms. Billette - Owens – students must have a physical, insurance, and grades in order to participate.

Question – Is there any chance of developing a swim team or volleyball team at Sutton?

Answer by Ms. Kepler – There’s only so much they can do, and since they only encourage students to participate in one sport a season, it would be hard to add these sports.  Maybe someday if Galloway or Chastain enclose their pools, we could use those facilities.

Answer by Ms. Billette - Owens – NAHS does have a swim team, and the kids are bussed to a local school with a pool for practice and meets.  Volleyball is a very expensive sport.

Question – How does APS determine when and how teams get new uniforms?

Answer by Ms. Billette - Owens – As budgets have declined, APS has had to make adjustments in athletics.  They are now buying uniforms district-wide on a rotating schedule, rather than buying for individual schools.

Question – Once completed, will the new Grady stadium be for use of all APS students, or just Grady?

Answer by Ms. Billette - Owens – Grady stadium is undergoing an $8 million dollar renovation, and will be state of the art with artificial turf, 6 lanes of track, new ticket booths, new restrooms, and seating capacity will remain the same at 1600.  This will be finished in the Fall and will be for use by all of APS.

Questions – Would APS consider sharing the cost of the Chastain pool with the Chastain Park Conservancy? 

Answer by Ms. Billette - Owens – The future of Athletics lies in partnerships because of short funds.  She said that yes, they would consider sharing the cost.

The meeting concluded at 8:05pm.

Minutes submitted by Christie Derrick.

