Sutton Coffee Talk Minutes

April 13, 2010

Meeting commenced at 9:00 am

New Business:

Wellness Committee – Sydney Shipps said some students are not getting balanced meals, and she wants parents to contact Senator Chambliss because both parties have agreed to give funding to improve school meals, but it hasn’t been done yet.  Sydney will also put a link on the website of how to contact him.

Barnes & Noble Book Fair – Andrea Radtke said it is going on now through Friday, 4/16.  She has school summer reading lists for all 3 grades, which she will leave at the meeting.  She also has flyers with the link to order online.

On Friday, 4/16, it will be “Wil’s Fabulous Friday” at 9 am, and Wil, a B&N employee, will be discussing summer reading, beach reading etc.

Mrs. Sofianos added that summer reading counts as a grade in Language Arts, and that there are incentives for students to complete reading.  There are some activities that will revolve around the one book that is required for each grade level to read.

6th grade Orientation - Beth Ryan said this will be held on Thursday, 4/15 at 6:30 pm, and is for families of rising 6th graders.  The summer reading books will be on sale by Barnes & Noble at the orientation.
Odyssey of the Mind - Leslie Langley shared information about this program.  The Sutton Odyssey of the Mind team won the State Championships, and will compete in the World Championships in May.  It’s open to grades 2nd – college.  Sutton only has one team so far, but if other parents are interested in taking this over next year and leading a team, the PTA does have a budget line item for Odyssey of the Mind.

Leigh Ann Livaditis added that there will be a new parent academic committee formed next year to support students participating in different academic fairs and competitions.

Sutton Showcase - Diane Justice announced that Sutton Showcase will be held on Friday, April 30th in the Chastain Ampitheater.  She said there are many fun acts such as singers, songwriters, string quartets, dance routines, and a big finale.  Tickets will go on sale Monday, 4/19.  It is $10 for adults, and $5 for students. Tables will also be available for purchase. All current 5th grade feeder school students will receive one free ticket to Showcase. Diane encouraged us to tell our neighbors and elementary school friends. 

Sutton Play – “Little Women” - Beth Ryan said this play will be presented on 4/25 at

 4 pm in Sutton’s theater.  Ticket info will be sent out soon.

Mrs. Haynes and her 7th grade Computer class are conducting a service project (in conjunction with the Ritz Carlton business partnership) to benefit the homeless.  You can donate clothing in the gym or in Ms. Haynes class (room 42) until April 17th.

NAPPS - Cynthia Brown said they are hoping to expand officers this year, so if you’re interested in getting involved in this organization, speak to her.  At the next meeting they will be honoring the seniors.  It will be held at noon on 4/28 at Sarah Smith Elementary Intermediate campus.

NAHS - On Saturday, 4/24, they will be having Red Hot Jazz.  This is a fun night for NAHS friends and parents.  It will be held at the Temple, and tickets can be purchased online at www.nahs.org.  They are encouraging 8th grade parents to attend to meet new parents.  Beverly Hall will be honored at the event.

Amy Durham said there will be a New Warrior Welcome Night held on 4/27, and invitations are on the way.  On 4/20, meet at 9 am in room 280 for the last NAHS tour this year.

On Saturday, 4/24, physicals will be given at NAHS for athletes.  The cost is $25.00 cash, certified check, or money order.

Chastain Parking Volunteers – Leigh Darby is requesting volunteers for Chastain concert parking.  She sent around a sign up sheet, or you can contact her.

Sutton Showcase Tables - Angelia Heard-Gandy announced that tables are on sale for Showcase.  The cost is $85 for a table of six on the floor, and there are 50 available.  The terrace tables are $72 each, and there are 24 available.

Sutton Source distribution - Leigh Ann Livaditis asked parents to take stacks of the Sutton Source to give out to different businesses throughout the community. More than 3,000 copies have been handed out to our current students and teachers, all feeder schools and area businesses.
All Pro Dads - The last All Pro Dads for this school year will be held on Friday, 4/16 at 7:35 am at the school.  This is a great experience with good speakers.  Chick Fil A biscuits are also available for $2.00.

NAHS Summer Orientation Program - Ms. Bowen and Mrs. Jones-Lee spoke about the Jump Start program for rising 9th graders.  It will be held July 19 – July 23 at Garden Hills Elementary (due to NAHS renovation in the summer).  It is from 8:30 – 2:00 each day, and lunch and transportation are provided.  

Participants will be taught organization and test taking skills.  They will be given a Math and Reading assessment, attend 4 field trips, and participate in team building exercises.  The students who attend get to know the staff during the week and they make the transition easier to high school.  There is space for 400, and the Sutton counselors have the registration forms.  Register by 5/7 to receive a special incentive.

Sutton News - Ms. Sofianos announced that Sutton was chosen by The Ritz Carlton of Buckhead to partner with them.  Some 7th grade students have been attending sessions there already, and everything taught is tied into job skills.  This partnership should continue next year.

Sutton was honored by Junior Achievement for our partnership with Price Waterhouse Coopers.

Ms. Sofianos gave us some news about the teachers:  Ms. Henry has resigned, and Mrs. Phillips will stay full time.  Mr. Duarte is returning to Columbia after teaching here 3 years.  Mr. Parlier is retiring.  Ms. Dixon has joined the staff in 8th grade Georgia Studies as a substitute for Mr. Pierce during his absence this year.

The “chalets” (portables) are scheduled to arrive in May, but she is trying to hold the delivery off as long as possible to lower the impact on our parking fundraiser during Chastain concerts.

The last Sutton tour will be conducted on 4/14.  Ms. Sofianos will conduct a tour on June 2 for parents.

Last year’s teacher of the year, Julie Corey, was given a luncheon and presentation in her honor on March 12.

This year’s teacher of the year is Mrs. Colbert, and the ParaPro of the year is Howard Moody.  

Some end of the year events planned are: days where current 6th and 7th graders will have to prove residency.  There are many 8th grade events planned in May.

CRCT testing begins next week.  Please get kids to school on time, and don’t allow them to be absent.

Results from the 8th grade writing test are back and the results were 75% MET standards.  This is up from 68% last year.  EXCEEDS standards went down to 9%, and 16% DID NOT MEET standards.  

Local assessments will be given to 6th and 7th graders to prepare them for next year.  8th graders will be given an online technical assessment.  

Audrey asked if anyone knew of local businesses that would be willing to donate incentives for CRCT testing.  So far, she has 3 I-Touches donated.

Cynthia Brown announced that there was a ruling from the State Department of Education that states that what Riverwood has been doing by recruiting from the North Atlanta zone is in violation of state laws, as well as their Charter agreement.  This means that they will not be able to accept out of district students.  Nancy Meister added that a letter has been mailed to “Cease & Desist” immediately, and Riverwood should have received this letter by now.

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 am

