May 5, 2010 Coffee Talk Minutes

 The meeting was called to order at 9:03 am. There were approx. 60 people in attendance. 

Leigh Ann and Beth unveiled the portrait of Dr. Willis Sutton that will hang in the front office. Beth opened by thanking everyone for the wonderful attendance we have experienced this year at the coffee talks.

Angela Church updated the group on the status of the 8th grade dance. Last year was the first year the dance was at North Atlanta's lecture hall. This was not popular last year with the kids. This year they have initiated a red carpet event that will begin at 6 pm. Invitations will go out this Friday and they will collect money all of next week. Marjorie Sullivan has volunteered to shuttle the parents from North Atlanta to the Johnson's home where there will be a parent party going on at the same time as the dance. Laurie Helton requested help with "undecorating" at the end of the night. The goal of this committee is to get as many 8th grade students to the dance as possible. 

Jim Fitzgibbons presented the treasurer’s report. Highlights included: Showcase made a profit, we only have four Chastain events in April and May for parking revenue. Jim reminded everyone that the back parking lot will not be able to be used for parking this summer. The budget was reduced by$2000.00 due to under budget items. Cynthia Brown motioned to approve the budget and Shawnne Smith seconded it. The budget was approved by a unanimous vote.

Leigh Ann recognized the dads in attendance and thanked them for coming.

Beth requested volunteers for the Honors Banquet, a sign up sheet was passed around the room.

Judy Harrison reported on the Sutton meet and greet (Celebration of Learning). Ms Sofianos requested that only rising sixth graders and new students entering seventh and eighth grades. Judy also requested that everyone continue to save the Boxtops from various participating products.

The new student registration this year will be staggered by feeder school May 11-13 9:30am-6 pm. Parent volunteers are needed to assist with this operation. 

Rising eighth graders should report to North Atlanta on May 19th and 20th to pick up their schedules.

Beth noted a correction for PWC interviews May 10-11. 

Sydney Shipps reported on the wellness committee. They met with healthy school alliance. Their focus next year will be on the Sutton Staff and their role as healthy role models.

Stacey Dougan reported on Wellness Days on May 19th and 20. They need parent volunteers to chaperone the event. Angelia Heard asked to be recognized and asked a question regarding the cafeteria food. Sydney Shipps explained the complexities of the system involving contracts with vendors and current legislation. She said the system is student driven, what the students buy they will provide. Dr. Marilyn Hughes is the APS contact if any parents would like to voice their concerns. Her email address is mhhughes@atlanta.k12.ga.us. There was a lot of discussion on trying to improve the cafeteria food. 

Leigh Ann requested that every parent take a stack of the Sutton Scoop and distribute to neighbors with houses for sale. This will help educate local realtors about the K-12 APS schools in our area.

Cynthia Brown reported on NAAPS. She spoke about the high achieving senior class at NAHS. Three new initiatives at NAAPS. 1) Technology to link the cluster 2) An event will be planned next year 3) Advocacy all three areas need volunteer support. Contact Cynthia Brown for more information or to volunteer. She assured the group that the IB program is our insurance on the cluster schools being the only schools to feed into NAHS.

The mariachi band performed a song in honor of Cinco de Mayo.

Ms Sofianos reported on a communication guide created by the local school council. This guide will be good until June 30th. The portables will arrive next week. APS is going to create some parking for us to use on the current tennis courts to help with Chastain parking.

The school budgets across the state are being cut. APS is impacted by Instructional Liaison Specialist position being eliminated. A teaching coach will be assigned to the school to help with this gap in the administrative staff. Ms. Kaltman could still be employed as a teacher and possibly other positions later on. Another APS cut will be: the Program assistant will change to special education lead teacher. APS is fortunate that the budget changes are not cutting staff nor getting rid of special programs like foreign language and music. Audrey replied to a question regarding private tutoring by APS teachers. There is a board policy that prohibits teachers from receiving pay for tutoring APS students.

The dress code was discussed and Audrey assured everyone that they are taking a hard look at the dress code for next year. She said the resources are low and it is very difficult to enforce. She suggested that perhaps the new Sutton in two years may be an appropriate time to instill a firmer policy.

The portables will be an array of classes so that no one student should be outside all day. There will be covered walkways. 

The new middle school would have to be accredited which would probably be a three-year process, however the curriculum would be in place and the students should not be affected.

Jimmy Livaditis wondered what Mrs. Livaditis was going to do with all her free time. Beth thanked Audrey for her support of the PTA this year. Audrey responded that the goals Beth and Leigh Ann had for being in the media were met and surpassed. Beth shared a thank you note from Natalie Colbert expressing her gratitude for the funding and support the PTA gives our teachers.

Pam George reported on the legislative committee. She encouraged the group to attend the Georgia PTA Convention this summer. Key Legislation happening right now is 1)Gun Legislation 2) Cell Phones legislation 3) Seat Belt legislation are three that are detailed in her report. Pam explained the budget process and discussed selected items detailed in her report. Capital Watch is the PTA website outlining important issues

Michelle Du Cille was thanked for her involvement in Showcase.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30

Minutes submitted by Roz McClure for Christie Derrick.

