Minutes

Sutton Middle School PTA Minutes

September 13, 2011 – PTA Coffee Talk
Welcome – Leigh Darby

· Please sign-up for the Sutton Source.

· Submit information for the Source by 2pm Monday.

New Business


8th Grade Coordinator – Angela Church

· Parents should have received a flyer asking for $25 activity fee.

· Activity fee includes: t-shirt, dance and promotional material.

· If anyone did not receive the flyer, please see their Homeroom teacher.

· A planning meeting is being held with all interested parents Friday, October 30th at The Lodge.

Dues & Donations – Carolyn White

· Parent dues cover: PTA membership, NAPPS membership, donations to clubs, sports, teachers, resources, intramurals, band, orchestra, chorus, including many things not covered by APS.

· We have 100% teacher participation and 400 members, but need more!

Bar-B-Que Palooza – Cathy Pennington

· This Sunday, September 18th from 5:30-7:30pm rain or shine.

· Raffle tickets for sale with many great prizes which will be sold in carpool and that evening.

North Atlanta – Christie Derrick
· Next tour 9/29 9 – 11am, contact Kelly Day @ 404-802-4744 for a reservation.  Other tours are 9/15, 12/12, 2/23, 3/20 and 4/12.

· October 4th is the Prospective Parent Party at the home of Phyllis Smith.

· Next PTA Coffee Talk is October 7th.

· October 23rd is “Kreme of the Krop”.  Annual information session at Sutton for 8th graders that features NAHS students and of course Crispy Kreme Donuts and NAHS t-shirts.

· Football game October 28th against St. Pius they will have free BBQ and want Sutton families to come!

Other – Leigh Darby

· Fall Frolic (Gwendy Johnston) is October 22nd at the Chastain Arts Center at 6pm or 6:30pm.

· Still looking for liaisons for art, chorus, band and showcase (contact Cathi Onley).

· Sutton Homecoming is October 24th against Young Middle School @ 10am and Ms. Kepler will have the grill fired up.

· Reading Bowl Kick-off meeting is September 16th.

Community Garden & Stream Keepers – Ms. Brochstein

· A Boy Scout from a local Troup has chosen to do his Eagle Scout project at Sutton.  Along with a group of Boy Scouts he will be building a new garden.  The Chattahoochee Nature Center is donating all of the plants and they are looking for sponsors for the other items.

· Ms. Brochstein has found three grants she would like to apply for to help get additional funding but is seeking helping writing them.  Anyone interested should contact her.

· Sutton Stream Keepers meet one Saturday per month at the creek in Chastain Park and they monitor the water.  Students can become certified water testers.

Assistant Principals – Timothy Robinson (7th Grade)

· Working on all emergency evacuation plans and if anyone interested can see the Media Specialist for a copy.

State of the School Address/Annual Title 1 Meeting – Audrey Sofianos
· This is the year of the teacher!

· 1303 total Students = 476 6th graders, 431 7th graders and 396 8th graders

· 24% Hispanic, 28% African, 41% Caucasian, 3% Asian and 4% 2+ other

· 89 total staff members are certified teachers and we have a total 107 staff which includes teachers, facilities staff, café and bus drivers.

· 75% of our certified staff have master’s degrees or higher or are working on an advanced degree.

· 100% of our teachers are highly qualified.

· All substitutes are certified teachers.

· The new IB Coordinator is Nina Edelstein and we are going through reauthorization this school year 2011-2012.

· All students have been given MYP (Middle Years Program) lesson planner, have 50 yours to technology, foreign language program and twice yearly portfolio assessment.

· Advisory starts this week for all students.

State of Technology

· 3 computer labs

· classroom thin clients

· 27 promethean boards

· media center has 5 new computers and 5 more on order

· 2 IPad carts with 10 IPads each

State of the Facility

· 2nd major renovation completed 2006

· 75 classroom and student spaces including 2 gyms, labs, and theatre

· Capacity of 1040

State of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and No Child Left Behind

· AYP is one of the cornerstones of the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. It is a measure of year-to-year student achievement on statewide assessments.

· All charts of information shared by Ms. Sofianos can be accessed by following this link:  http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/
· Most recent data is not being made available because of the 2009 CRCT investigation.  But, a sneak peak revealed that Sutton EXCEEDS in all categories.
· After 8th grade students no longer take the CRCT, they move to the EOCT in High School.
State of the Budgets

· $12,000 
Misc. Fund (pictures, etc.)

· $133,682
General Fund (materials, supplies, science, arts, professional developments)

· $195,000
Title 1 (Down $50,000 from last year because our numbers have decreased.  We are currently at 42% and 




at 35% you lose funding).

· $13,441
Parent Involvement Allocation (Home School Liaison – improves parent involvement, connection of home 




and school, provide education programs.  Gives us a person for 29 hours per week at $15/hr.)

2011 Focus Areas

· Continued Upward Trajectory

· Wellness

· IB Re-Authorization year

· Expansion of Academic Competitions

· Middle School Transformation – advisory, agendas, school to watch

· Forms distributed for:

· School Planning Team for Title 1 funds

· Letter re: AYP current status

· Letter re: Title 1 requirements and parent rights

· Sutton Middle School 2011-2012 parental Involvement Policy

· Sutton Middle School Family-School Learning Compact 2011-2012

· Sutton Middle School 2011-2012 Parent Involvement Survey

· Georgia PIRC – Opportunities for Learning and Engagement Parent Resources

· Sutton Middle School 2011-2012 Academic Competitions

Attendance – Liz McCarthy

· 180 days of school.

· Once you have 3+ unexcused absences they begin to monitor.

· Missing 4+ periods per day equals an absence.

· Always call in when your child is absent or call Ms. Middlebrooks in the office.

· Parents must send a written excuse for absences when the child returns to school. No absence is considered "excused" without a note from the parent or guardian.  A phone call is not an excuse.
Middle School Transformation – Ms. Nechelle Sharpe, APS

· Sutton is a model school, doing everything right.  APS working to make all 16 Middle Schools like Sutton.

· Follow this link http://www.atlanta.k12.ga.us/domain/4489 to place a blog by grade on advisory at Sutton.

· Follow this link http://www.atlanta.k12.ga.us//Domain/53 for more information on MST at APS.

· Looking for parents to sign up for focus groups to further develop the program and talk to parents of Sutton that have created a model to be followed.

· Follow this link _____________ for Ms. Sharpe’s presentation.
Next Meeting
Board Meeting - September 26th @ 1pm

NAPPS Meeting – September 28th @ 12pm at Garden Hills

Coffee Talk – October 18th 9am in the Theatre
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