The Sutton Sentinel

(Quick news and information about your Sutton family)   
December 14, 2007

Letter from Ms. Sofianos:  

Dear Parents & Students:  At the Dec. 10, 2007 Atlanta Board of Education Legislative Meeting, the Board approved a revision to the Student Dress Code Policy.  Specifically, Student Dress Code Policy JCDB was revised to include a provision that prohibits “saggy shorts or trousers.”  The revised portion of the policy reads: “Clothing, including spirit wear, must be modest and of appropriate length and fit.  Extremely tight clothing, sagging shorts or trousers, or baggy oversized clothing is not permitted.” “Sagging” shorts or trousers that fall below the waist will be specifically prohibited. This action is a further clarification of the existing dress code policy above.  Our dress code policy sets expectations for student dress and grooming to avoid disruption of the instructional program, violation of health and safety standards, and offense of common standards of decency.  Although schools have been enforcing the district dress code and for the most part, students have been complying, we believe that it is important to specifically prohibit this latest trend of sagging pants.  There were no other revisions to this policy.  The policy, except for the change mentioned above, may be found in the 2007-08 Student Handbook on page 16.  The entire policy is available on the APS website at www.atlanta.k12.ga.us.  The school principal has the authority to interpret the dress code and make a case-by-case determination of the appropriateness of a student’s dress and grooming. Questions from parents and/or students about the appropriateness of clothing, hairstyles or jewelry should be directed to the school principal.  Sincerely,  Audrey Sofianos, Principal
Barnes and Noble Book Fair:  The annual Barnes and Noble/Sutton Middle School Book Fair is the week of Dec. 15th through Dec. 21st.  The Book Fair is located at the Barnes and Noble at the Peach Shopping Center at 2900 Peachtree Road. The schedule of Sutton school events is as follows:  the Sutton Orchestra, Saturday, Dec. 15th at 1:00 p.m.;  Book Bowl, Sunday, Dec. 16th at 2:00 p.m.; Sutton Chorus, Monday, Dec. 17th at 6 p.m.; Sutton Band, Tuesday, Dec. 18th at 7 p.m.; Sutton Coffee Talk, Wed., Dec. 19th at 9:30 a.m.  The PTA will be hosting the event from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily, so stop by our table and say hello!  This is a great way to buy gifts for children, relatives and teachers!  In addition to the vast selection of books, there are DVD’s, CD’s, calendars and Godiva Chocolate.   All week, a portion of the sales will be contributed to the Sutton PTA.  Please tell the cashier at the checkout that you are there to support Sutton Middle School.   We hope to see you at Barnes and Noble. Kathy Morris, morrisfam5@bellsouth.net.
Sutton Showcase Update:  The Sutton Showcase is our annual talent show starring our students at the Chastain Park Amphitheatre in April.  The next organizational meeting for the Sutton Showcase will be Monday, Jan. 7th at noon in the parent center. Parents, please plan to attend! This event is the best Sutton event of the year, but it won’t happen without many helping hands.  Kim McCauley, ksmccauley@hotmail.com, or 404-531-0006.  
Informational meetings will be held for students in January, and auditions in February. Encourage your student to start planning their act over the holidays!  Dance, drama, singing, poetry reading, instrumentalists (solo, ensemble and “bands”)… you get the picture!  If you would like to perform, we’d like to see it! Please give this some thought over the holidays.
Basketball:   Attend the Inman “white-out” basketball game here at Sutton on Wednesday, January 16th.  Purchase a Sutton basketball t-shirt and go to the game free!  Tickets are $2.00 for students.  Come support the boy’s and girl’s basketball teams on Wed. at 5:00 p.m.  Look for permission slips (after winter break) that will allow your child to stay for tutoring that Wed. and then go to the game afterwards. Pick-up will be 6:30 p.m.  Parents are welcome, too!

Speaking of Basketball Shirts…  Mrs. Fielder is selling black “hoodies” with Sutton and a basketball on them for $17.00, cash or check (payable to Sutton PTA).  The sweatshirts will be delivered after the holidays.  Support your school sports! afielder@atlanta.k12.ga.us

Book Bowl:  Students are hard at work reading and practicing for Sutton's first-ever Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl team.  Look for a demonstration of their skills at the Book Fair at Barnes & Noble on Sun., Dec. 16th, 2:00 p.m.  The final team will be chosen in January.

Coffee Talk:  This month’s coffee talk (PTA meeting) will be held at Barnes & Noble at the Peach on Wednesday, December 19th at 9:30 a.m.  (Yes, we’ll actually have a meeting in the back of the store!)  Coffee Talks are a great opportunity to ask Ms. Sofianos questions about Sutton and to find out what is happening in the PTA. Hope to see you there!  
Toy Drive: Sutton’s 8th annual Toy Drive is underway! Please open your heart and bring a new unwrapped toy appropriate for a child between the ages of 4-13.  Toys will provide a special Christmas to children at My Sister’s House, a year-long residence program for mothers and children. The toy drive is an initiative of the Sutton Student Government and its advisor, 
Lisa Kepler.
Thank You - Canned Food Drive a Success  Sutton collected 3,614 can goods for the Hosea Feed the Hungry & Homeless!  We are waiting to see if we won the school wide contest to go to the Universoul Circus, but the homeroom winners are:  6th grade – Ms. Daniels with 475 cans, 7th grade Mr. Tillman with 310 cans, and 8th grade homeroom Mrs. Henry with 437 cans.  Thank you for supporting this school-wide community service project.

StudenTales:  If you received a copy of your child’s published writing (in a hardback book, no less), then you can thank the PTA.  The PTA sponsored this event for every child and teacher who wanted to participate.  Thank you, Mrs. Axt, for bringing this idea to Sutton.  We look forward to continuing the tradition for years to come.

Orchestra Notes:   All students in orchestra must submit their Concert Reviews by the last day of school before Winter Break.  Please make sure your child takes their instrument home over the break.  The students have holiday music which they can perform for family gatherings! The next master class will be held on January 9th at 3:45 p.m. (cello). Thanks!  Ms. Colbert, ncolbert@atlanta.k12.ga.us.
Warrior News: Some of our talented Sutton Alums (now North Atlanta students) are in the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra: Alex Chumbley (cello) and Emory Daniel (bass).  The ASYO is performing in their annual Holiday Concert this Sunday, 12/16 at 1:30 and 3:30 p.m. at Symphony Hall. Get in the holiday spirit and attend one of these great shows! Orchestra students, don’t forget to turn in your concert review form! ASO, 404-733-4900.  Barrage is coming to perform at NAHS in February!  Check it out: www.barrage.org. Details later..
Directory Corrections:  Please give any updated information that you have for the directory to Andrea Radkte at 404-422-7437 (or send to andrea@awshome.com).  She will be publishing an addendum.  Extra directories are available in the school store for $5.00.  The school store is open before school on Mondays and Thursdays. Thanks! 

Calendar News:
December 15th thru 21st


Barnes & Noble Book Fair
December 21st



No School

January 7th




First Day Back
January 9th




Coffee Talk, 9:00, Media Center

January 15th




Early Release Day

January 17th




Prospective Parent Open House
Submissions for the Sutton Sentinel are due Tuesdays by 5:00 pm.
www.suttonsentinel@yahoo.com
PTA Website is www.suttonmiddleschool.org
Homework Hotline is 678-553-3029







