The Sutton Sentinel

(Quick news and information about your Sutton family)   
January 11, 2008
Girls’ Volleyball Clinic:   We are fortunate to have an outstanding volleyball instructor (Adam Weber’s daughter and Amber’s sister) who has generously offered to hold a volleyball clinic for girls on Saturday, Jan. 12, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Please arrive at 9:30 am to fill out some necessary forms. Tune up your skills to get ready for intramural volleyball in February!  We have beautiful pink and white volleyballs on sale for $25.00, a great value for a professional ball.  Volleyball is a fun and competitive sport for girls in high school; this is a great opportunity to pick up some skills.  Please see Ms. Kepler or e-mail Adam Weber at adweb99@yahoo.com to attend this fun Saturday morning activity (6th through 8th graders welcome).   See you on Saturday!

Orchestra Notes:   The next master class will be held on January 16th at 3:45 p.m (Cello). Thanks!  Ms. Colbert, ncolbert@atlanta.k12.ga.us.
Early Release Day:   Sutton will have an “early release day” on Tuesday, January 15th.  Breakfast and lunch will both be served on this day.  School will end at 12:45 pm.  Bus service will be provided.  All after school activities will be cancelled on this day.
Local School Council Meeting:  The Sutton Local School Council will be conducting a meeting on Wednesday, January 23rd, at 7:45 a.m. in the Sutton conference room.  Anyone interested in attending as an observer is welcome.  Please notify Ms. Edelstein at nedelstein@atlanta.k12.ga.us if you are interested in attending this meeting.

Welcome to our new Assistant Principal:  Hats off to our new assistant principal, Staughton Jennings!  Mr. Jennings comes from Athens, Georgia.  We are delighted to have him join the Cougar family!  Meredith Kaltman will assume the role of Instructional Learning Specialist.  Ms. Mary LeBroi will be retiring, and we wish her well in her new endeavors! We will miss her!
Coffee Talk:  At the January 9th coffee talk, the PTA honored our past principal, Mr. Mark MyGrant, with a bench and a Japanese maple, planted in the back courtyard area. Please take a moment to step outside and check out the donation the PTA made in his honor. Mr. MyGrant, now the principal at North Atlanta High School, was here to discuss the transition to high school.  Upcoming date for 8th graders to remember:  North Atlanta magnet applications are due Friday, January 18th.  Contact: Ms. Tricia Slaughter at 404-802-5611.
Sutton Showcase Update:  This is a fun, annual event for the whole Sutton community! We need many volunteers! The following positions are still available: Marketing and Promotion, ticket sales, tables and chairs breakdown.  We also need worker bees for various jobs. Please send your name and contact information to Joleen Neel at j_neel@bellsouth.net.  Thank you!  On January 14th there will be a meeting for students who might be interested in auditioning (lunchtime in the media center).  Applications to audition are due on January 25th; there will be a workshop on January 28th to help students prepare for their auditions.  Student auditions will be held the week of February 11th.
Basketball:   Attend the Inman “white-out” basketball games here at Sutton on Wednesday, January 16th.  Purchase a Sutton basketball t-shirt for $8.00 and go to the games free!  Or, buy a student ticket for $2.00 (adult tickets $3.00) and wear your own white shirt.  Come support the girls’  team at 5:00 pm and the boys’ team at 6:00 pm.  Your child must have a permission slip that will allow your child to stay for tutoring on Wed. and then go to the game afterwards. Parents, please arrive to pick up your child no later than 6:30. Why don’t you join us for the game, too?
Directory Corrections:  Please give any updated information that you have for the directory to Andrea Radkte at 404-422-7437 (or send to andrea@awshome.com).  She will be publishing an addendum.  Extra directories are available in the school store for $5.00.  The school store is open before school on Mondays and Thursdays. Thanks! 

Free Parenting Classes:  The Georgia PTA has partnered with Peachford Hospital to offer the following free classes:  January 23, 2008, 10 to 11:30 a.m., “The Unpredictable Teen Brain: Learn about the mental & emotional aspects of ‘pushing’ individual & team sports;”  February 20, 2008, 10 to 11:30 a.m., “When Dieting Crosses the Line: Learn about eating disorders & associated addictions, anxiety & depression;” and March 26, 2008, 7 to 8:30 p.m., “The Price of Technology on Youth: Learn about cyber-bullying, internet safety tips, cellular phone use and texting.”   The classes are located at Peachford Hospital on Shallowford Road in Dunwoody. Contact Pat Giuliani, pat.giuliani@parentcorps.org, or Margot Houser, 770-986-1821 with questions.

Yearbook Sales:  Sutton is trying something new this year… You may purchase your child’s yearbook on-line directly from the publisher.  Go to  www.ybpay.com and follow the instructions to find the order form for the Sutton yearbook.  You will also find a link on the school’s website.  Thank you!
It’s Dance Time! The Sutton Middle School Student Council is sponsoring a Sports themed dance after school on January 25th from 4 to 6 p.m.  Wear your favorite team’s jersey to school and attend the dance.  Tickets are $3.00 and permission slips will go home the Monday before the BIG dance.

Book Fair:  Thank you for supporting the annual Barnes & Noble Book Fair; Sutton made over $8,000 on this event! All proceeds will benefit the media center. Thank you to Patti George and Kathy Morris for organizing this event.
Report cards will be distributed via book bags on Friday, January 11th.  
Sports Banquet Volunteers Needed:  Please contact Lorrie Martin, 404-862-0060, or Nancy Brooks, 404-350-7879, if you are able to help with this event!  
Warrior News:  North Atlanta will be hosting its first home wrestling match on Thursday, January 17th!  If you are interested in high school wrestling, come meet Coach Whitman and catch the spirit!  As coach says, "Once you have wrestled, everything else in life is easy!"   Interested in music? The group “Barrage” is coming to North Atlanta Feb. 5th. Check out their web site @ www.barrage.org. 
NAPPS News (Northside Atlanta Parents for Public Schools):  APS has announced a redistricting plan for some of our feeder schools; it establishes a primary center for Brandon (in the former Margaret Mitchell school building), expands and relocates the primary center for Smith, and makes some minor changes to the attendance zone lines between Jackson and Brandon. You can access the information via the APS website, www.atlanta.k12.ga.us.
APS News:  The Georgia Department of Education has named APS a 2007-2008 Title 1 Distinguished District, earning a $50,000 grant from the state for its excellent gains in improving student achievement.  APS was the only school district in the metro area and one of four in the state to receive this distinction for improvement in the test scores of economically disadvantaged students.  Congratulations to our Superintendent, Dr. Beverly Hall!
Calendar News:
January 12th, 10:00 a.m. to 12:30

Volleyball Clinic

January 15th
, 12:45 p.m.


Early Release Day

January 16th
, 5:00 p.m.


Inman “White Out” Basketball Game

January 16th, 9:00 a.m.


Prospective Parent Tour

January 17th
, 7:00 p.m.


Prospective Parent Open House

January 21st




No School – MLK Holiday

January 23rd




Prospective Parent Tour

January 25th
, 9:00 a.m.


Executive Board Meeting

January 30th, noon



NAPPS at North Atlanta

Submissions for the Sutton Sentinel are due Tuesdays by 5:00 pm.
www.suttonsentinel@yahoo.com
PTA Website is www.suttonmiddleschool.org  ~  The Homework Hotline is 678-553-3029







