The Sutton Sentinel

(Quick news and information about your Sutton family)   
January 18, 2008
Volunteers:  Volunteers needed for the 8th grade dance committee.  Please contact Maria Scott at mariascott06@comcast.net.  Thanks! 
Coffee Talk and Other Important Dates:  Mark your calendars for the February 13th coffee talk, which will feature our visual and performing arts students.  Please join us for the “Evening of the Arts” at 7:00 p.m.!  There will be another early dismissal day on February 12th (dismissal at 12:45 p.m.); there is no school on February 18th.  A fun event for the whole family will be Trivia Night on February 22nd.  Watch for details!

Mealpay.com:  Parents, if you have been using the mealpay.com site to manage your student’s lunch account, please note that the site is currently under maintenance.  APS has published a statement saying:   “In our continued efforts to serve our students better, our MealPayPlus service is being upgraded and is currently unavailable. Please bear with us during this transition. If you have questions or concerns, please contact School Nutrition Administration at 404-802-2540.   During this transition, parents can make prepayments at the school sites by check or cash. Please make checks payable to: APS School Nutrition Department”  
Girls’ Volleyball:   We had 30 girls turn out for the volleyball clinic last weekend!  We will be offering intramural volleyball beginning in February. Watch the Sentinel for further details!  Adam Weber at adweb99@yahoo.com.  
Orchestra Notes:   The next master class will be held on January 23rd at 3:45 p.m. (Violin). Thanks! Also, get your tickets for BARRAGE, a “high octane fiddle-fest that features an international multi-talented cast performing an eclectic mix of music, song and dance.”  The performance is February 5th, 7:00, at NAHS in the Robert Shaw Theatre.  Ms. Colbert has the ticket order form. Don’t miss it! Ms. Colbert, ncolbert@atlanta.k12.ga.us.  
Local School Council Meeting:  The Sutton Local School Council will be conducting a meeting on Wednesday, January 23rd, at 7:45 a.m. in the Sutton conference room.  Anyone interested in attending as an observer is welcome.  Please notify Ms. Edelstein at nedelstein@atlanta.k12.ga.us if you are interested in attending this meeting.

Sutton Showcase Update:  This is a fun, annual event for the whole Sutton community! We need many volunteers! The following positions are still available: Marketing and Promotion, ticket sales, tables and chairs breakdown.  We also need worker bees for various jobs. Please send your name and contact information to Joleen Neel at j_neel@bellsouth.net.   Applications to audition are due by January 25th; there will be a workshop on January 28th to help students prepare for their auditions.  Student auditions will be held the week of February 11th.  Extra forms are available in the front office!
Free Parenting Classes:  The Georgia PTA has partnered with Peachford Hospital to offer the following free classes:  January 23, 2008, 10 to 11:30 a.m., “The Unpredictable Teen Brain: Learn about the mental & emotional aspects of ‘pushing’ individual & team sports;”  February 20, 2008, 10 to 11:30 a.m., “When Dieting Crosses the Line: Learn about eating disorders & associated addictions, anxiety & depression;” and March 26, 2008, 7 to 8:30 p.m., “The Price of Technology on Youth: Learn about cyber-bullying, internet safety tips, cellular phone use and texting.”   The classes are located at Peachford Hospital on Shallowford Road in Dunwoody. Contact Pat Giuliani, pat.giuliani@parentcorps.org, or Margot Houser, 770-986-1821 with questions.

Yearbook Sales:  Sutton is trying something new this year… You may purchase your child’s yearbook on-line directly from the publisher.  Go to  www.ybpay.com and follow the instructions to find the order form for the Sutton yearbook.  You will also find a link on the school’s website, www.suttonmiddleschool.org.  Thank you!
It’s Dance Time! The Sutton Middle School Student Council is sponsoring a Sports themed dance after school on January 25th from 4 to 6 p.m.  Wear your favorite team’s jersey to school and attend the dance.  Tickets are $3.00 and permission slips will go home the Monday before the BIG dance.

Sports Banquet Volunteers Needed:  Please contact Lorrie Martin, 404-862-0060, or Nancy Brooks, 404-350-7879, if you are able to help with this event!  The banquet will be held on 

May 13th, 2008.  
NAPPS News (Northside Atlanta Parents for Public Schools):  The next NAPPS meeting will be on January 30th at noon at North Atlanta High School.  Bring your own lunch! Get to know your neighborhood schools!
APS News:    There will be an important public meeting regarding the redistricting of our feeder elementary schools (particularly Smith, Brandon and Jackson) on Tuesday, Jan. 22nd, 7:00 pm at North Atlanta.  APS has announced a redistricting plan for some of our feeder schools; it establishes a primary center for Brandon (in the former Margaret Mitchell school building), expands and relocates the primary center for Smith, and makes some minor changes to the attendance zone lines between Jackson and Brandon. You can access the information via the APS website, www.atlanta.k12.ga.us.  
Warrior Window:  North Atlanta High School is slated for a major renovation under SPLOST 3.  Renovation plans are currently underway.  The high school has been selected to be the pilot high school program to receive 650 Linux Thin Client computers!  The school also has a new Mac lab with 30 computers…NAHS is entering into a partnership with GA Tech and the National Science Institute.  Beginning in the fall, teachers from Tech will be “on loan” to North Atlanta for teaching, professional development and research with our students.  The IBO authorization visit will be in February of this year (the authorization will include both Sutton and NAHS middle year’s program).  Julliard has become an official partner with NAHS and will be offering a summer workshop! Watch for details.  The “50 Inning Game,” a major fundraiser for the baseball team, will be on February 16th .  Contact Contact Coach Coger, acoger@atlanta.k12.ga.us if you would like to be a sponsor!
Calendar News:
January 21st




No School – MLK Holiday

January 23rd 7:45 a.m.


Local School Council Meeting

January 23rd, 9:00 a.m.


Prospective Parent Tour

January 25th,  9:00 a.m.


Executive Board Meeting
January 26th,  10:00 a.m.


Basketball, Away v. Coan

January 20th,  5:00 p.m.


Basketball, Away v. Walden
January 30th,  noon



NAPPS at North Atlanta
February 2nd,  10:00 a.m.


Basketball, Home v. Turner

February 12th,  12:45 p.m.


EARLY RELEASE DAY

February 13th,  7:00 p.m.


PTA Coffee Talk, “Evening of the Arts”

Submissions for the Sutton Sentinel are due Tuesdays by 5:00 pm.
www.suttonsentinel@yahoo.com
PTA Website is www.suttonmiddleschool.org  ~  The Homework Hotline is 678-553-3029







