The Sutton Sentinel
(Quick news and information about your Sutton family)   
September 7, 2007
Welcome, Ms. Sofianos!  Please join us in welcoming Ms. Audrey Sofianos as Principal of Sutton Middle School!  Ms. Sofianos comes to our school from Indianapolis, where she has been a principal for the past six years.  She is so excited to be a part of the Sutton Middle School Family, and to get to know the city of Atlanta. To get started, she would like to ask each person in the school community these three questions:  1) What is special and unique about Sutton that needs to continue?  2) In your opinion, what areas of SMS need improvement? 3) What advice do you have for her as the new principal?  Feel free to respond to these questions either in person or via email.  Ms. Sofianos can be reached at asofianos@atlanta.k12.ga.us.  We are thrilled to have Ms. Sofianos on the Cougar team!
Blues & Barbecue:  It’s not too late to attend Blues & Barbecue!  As an extra bonus, if you attend you will have the privilege of meeting Ms. Sofianos!  Blues & Barbecue is our annual fall family event, featuring Lone Star Barbecue (new this year) and the blues band of Mr. Bond, our band director (an awesome “regular” at this event!)  The event is happening this Sunday from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.  Don’t be surprised when you can’t figure out where the event is… so pay attention… It is behind the school, on campus, in the picnic/pavilion area. Contact Victoria Denson,  (404) 213-6236, or Deborah King, (404)872-5005.   

Violin Masterclass:  There will be a violin masterclass w/ a professional violinist after school on Wed, Sept. 12, 3:45 to 5:30 in the orchestra room. All violin students in the orchestra should attend! ncolbert@atlanta.k12.ga.us , Ms. Natalie Colbert
Open House:  Please plan to attend Open House, a great opportunity to meet our new principal and to meet your child’s teachers!   The 6th grade open house will be Wednesday, Sept. 19th, 7:00 p.m.  The 7th & 8th grade open house will be Thursday, Sept. 20th, also at 7:00 p.m.  Meet the staff and hear from our able administration.  Meet your child’s classroom teachers. This is also our first PTA meeting of the year (the PTA part will be brief, as we know parents would prefer spending time in their child’s classroom!)  For parents only.

School Picture Day:  Hey all! Sutton’s student picture day is Friday, September 21st! Make up day will be Thursday, October 25th.  Ms. Vikingson, gvikingson@atlanta.k12.ga.us
NAPPS Meeting:  “Northside Atlanta Parents for Public Schools” is having its first meeting of the school year, noon, at Sarah Smith Elementary on Wednesday, September 26th.  Open to the public! Please plan to attend this important event, and bring your own bag lunch!  
6th Grade Parent Social:  To all 6th grade parents: come meet the parents of your child's new friends, chat with teachers and learn more about Sutton at the 6th grade parent social on Saturday, September 29th from 6.30 ‘til  8.30 . This year's party is at the home of Paul and Mary Zizzi at 4655 Millbrook Drive. Look for the invitation in your child's bookbag next week!  Contact Steffi Huber at huber.steffi@comcast.net if you can help out! Thanks! 
“No Plant Left Behind”:  Sutton and North Atlanta will be collaborating on more than just its IB Middle Years Program (IBMYP)… Please support our first annual “No Plant Left Behind” fall plant sale. Purchase your professional quality pansies, violas, snapdragons, parsley, and ornamental cabbages and kale for your winter garden.  Also featured at the event will be unique vendors selling garden related merchandise and gifts.  The sale will benefit both the Sutton PTA and the North Atlanta High School PTSA.   Sat, Oct 20, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at North Atlanta.   Contact: Kim McCauley, ksmccauley@hotmail.com, 404.531.0006.

Want to Volunteer at Sutton?  E-mail your name, phone number and e-mail address to Leslee Evans at evansclan@bellsouth.net along with how you might like to help. Thanks!
Dues and Donations:   August was hot, so parking revenues were down! (Customers stayed home when temperatures hit 100!)  It’s time to dig a little deeper and make an additional donation to the PTA. Did you know that our PTA spends over $150 per student each year? $20,000 in sports alone? If you are in a position to help, contact Mary Kay Payne, M_K_Payne@yahoo.com (404) 351-8985 and Roslyn McClure, rozmcclure5@yahoo.com (404) 256-2563.   Thank you!
 
 “Why Can’t My Child Find His Homework?”:  Ever wonder what has happened to your organized and responsible child?   Please come to our October 3rd coffee talk at 9:00 a.m. in the media center and hear Sutton’s own Dr. Robin Brodsky speak on this oh-so-very common and age appropriate topic!  Wed., October 3rd, 9:00 a.m., media center.   
Parking Volunteers Needed: Contact: Mary Zizzi, 404.252.5997, zizzip@bellsouth.net
We need you!  Come help with this fun and incredibly profitable fund raiser!  Just 2 1/2 hours of your time can substantially boost our PTA funds.  Volunteers arrive two hours before the concert and are free to go after the concert begins. Upcoming dates:  Fri, Sep 7, ZZTop, 8:00 pm; Fri, Sep 14, Stevie Wonder, 8:00 pm; Sat, Sep 22, Riders of the Storm, 8 pm.
CALLING ALL READERS!  Sutton will participate in the Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl this year!  The Sutton team will have 5 members and 5 alternates for this statewide, "Quiz Bowl"-style competition.  See www.suttonmiddleschool.org for the list of GA Children's Book Award nominees and read as many as you can! The first level of competition is in October. Sign-up sheets will be posted soon, so start reading!  We also need volunteers to help with the Sutton book bowl and to coach the team.  Contact Ms. George in the Media Center or Cynthia Brown, gabrowns@mindspring.com, for more information.
Reflections – Creative Arts News:  Contact: Wubet Terrefe McDaniel, wterrefe@yahoo.com or 678-640-1184.  Calling all creative Sutton students! We need you to participate in Reflections, an annual creative arts competition sponsored by the National PTA. This year's theme is “I CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY…”  Students are to submit an original piece of work in one or more of the following six categories: visual arts, musical composition, literature, dance choreography, film/video production and photography. Entry forms and general rules can be found in the Reflections box at the front office. Students must also follow the official rules for each specific category, which can be found at www.georgiapta.org/resources-student-reflections.html. Deadline for entries is Monday, October 15. PRIZES INCLUDED!
Spirit Wear & School Store:  Sutton Spirit Wear (polos/t-shirts) can be purchased by filling in an order form in the front office.  Remember to enclose payment, and return form to the office. Shirts will be delivered to your child in homeroom. Dottie Corey, dotm@bellsouth.net, (404)257-9866.  Our school store is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 to 8:50 a.m.  For your convenience, the store is stocked with notebooks, binders, paper, pencils, pens, poster boards, tri-fold project boards, and more. Everything priced very reasonably. Volunteers needed to work the store on Thursdays! Beverly Peek, (404) 794-4034.

Calendar News:
Wednesday, September 12, 3:45 – 5:30
 Violin Masterclass in Orchestra Room

Saturday, September 8, 10 am

Home Football Game v King Middle School
Sunday, September 9, 5 – 7:30 pm
Blues & BBQ (at Sutton this year)

Saturday, Sept. 15, 10:00 am

Home Football Game v Long Middle School

Wed, September 19, 9:15 am

Prospective parent tour

Wed, September 19, 7 pm

6th Grade Open House at SMS

Thursday, September 20, 7 pm

7th & 8th Grade Open House at SMS

Saturday, September 29



6th Grade Parent Social at the Zizzi’s home
Wed., October 3rd, 9:00 am

Coffee Talk, Dr. Robin Brodsky,

“Why Can’t My Child Find His Homework?”






