The Sutton Sentinel

(Quick news and information about your Sutton family)   

December 12, 2008
Pennies for Playgrounds:  Sutton is participating in a fundraiser sponsored by NAPPS (our feeder schools and North Atlanta) to raise $15,000 for playground equipment at an APS elementary school that has none (Scott Elementary). Sutton is having a coin drive.  The grade that sends in the most coins will earn a “free” lunch (sit where you like).  Large jars are in the front office to collect coins!  If you would like to make a larger donation, checks can be made out to NAPPS. Thank you!
Knitting Club at Sutton Middle School:  Last year’s first SMS Knitting Club was very popular, with 65 participants.  The club will start again after winter break.  If you would like to volunteer with Principal Sofianos, she could use a few good men or women!  Ms. Sofianos still considers herself a “Beginning Knitter,” so expert skills are not necessary!  We need organizers and knitters (7:30 a.m., once per week).  Please send her an email at asofianos@atlanta.k12.ga.us if you can help! 

Dismissal Changes – January 2009:  Sutton will be making some dismissal changes starting the first week in January which should get your child home a few minutes EARLIER!  (This change will not affect instructional time, as our school schedule normally ends at 3:30 p.m.):   3:30 End of 6th Period, First Round of Buses Called; 3:38 Second Round of Buses Called, Car Riders, Walkers, After-School Care Shuttles;  3:46 Third Round of Buses Called.  Please make sure all car riders are picked up between 3:40 – 3:50.  “Car ride” students will line up on the sidewalk directly in front of the school, not in front of the gym, for safety and efficiency.  No changes in dismissal will be accepted after 3 p.m., so please do NOT call and request that we make an exception to this policy.  Safety is our number one priority and students do best when they follow a normal routine each day.

Wednesday Tutorial – A HUGE SUCCESS:  Our busing for our Wednesday tutorial has been very popular!  For the past two tutorials, with over 200 students staying for tutorial!  We have added a third bus, which will get students home even sooner.  Written permission is required for students to stay for tutorial, which ends at 4:55 p.m.  The next tutorials are Wednesdays, Jan.14, 21st, & 28th.  

Student Attendance:  Please make sure your child is at school each and every day, and stays the full day.  Good attendance is critical to student performance! In addition, Sutton did not make the attendance target last year, due to the number of students who missed 10 or more days.  Any absence counts, even medical absences.  Please help your child with good attendance!
Barnes & Noble Book Fair:  Do some holiday shopping at the Barnes & Noble at the Peach and benefit Sutton Middle School at the same time! Our book fair will be held Dec. 12th until the 19th. All purchases mentioning Sutton at the register or presenting a voucher will benefit our school. This includes books, DVD’s and music. Check out Wil’s List of recommended books on our website, www.suttonmiddleschool.org, and come into the store to see Sutton teachers’ wish lists.  We will also have a list of titles your child will read next semester, so come on in and stock up!

All Pro Dad’s Marches On – Meetings Will Move to the 3rd Friday of Each Month – Mark Your Calendars Now!  The second meeting of All Pro Dad’s on 12/5 was another great event with a fellow Sutton dad, Curtis Dixon, delivering an inspiring message, and with door prizes from Chick-fil-A, Play it Again Sports, and Five Guys. Mark your calendars for the following dates: Jan. 23, Feb. 20,  March 20,  and April 17.  One of our featured speakers in 2009 will be former Falcons great, Steve Bartkowski.  Meetings will continue to be held in the school’s theatre from 7:35 to 8:35 a.m.  Please remember to park in the Chastain parking lot.  All Pro Dad's Day is a monthly breakfast where fathers and their children meet with other dads and kids for food, fun and fellowship.  Any man who serves as a role model for a child is welcome to attend.  Single mothers and their kids are also welcome.   To learn more about the organization, visit the website.  Reserve your biscuits from Chick-fil-A ($2/each) by rsvp’ing to walker61@bellsouth.net.
 

Dr. Hall Honored:  Our own superintendent, Dr. Beverly Hall, was just named the 2009 Georgia Superintendent of the Year by the Georgia School Superintendents Association.  Congratulations to our able leader!  Go to www.atlanta.k12.ga.us to read more about it.
Lost and Found:  Our lost and found is set up outside the cafeteria. Please stop by and look through the items for your child’s missing item.  Anything left will be donated to charity. 

Career Day:  Last year’s highly successful Career Day is coming back! Mark your calendars for January 13, 2009, 8:45 a.m. until 11:15 a.m.  We’re looking for speakers!  If you are interested in being a presenter (and talking about your career), please contact Mr. Dahunsi at ddahunsi@atlanta.k12.ga.us.  Thanks!  By the way, January 13th is also a “half day.”  Students will be dismissed early from school on this day. This would be a great afternoon to make a dental appointment! 

Parent/Faculty Basketball Game:  January 9th is the annual parent /faculty basketball game!! This is a great way to volunteer and get involved!!! We are looking for moms and dads to play basketball and cheer!!! It is always a blast! Please e-mail lauriemabrey@mindspring.com if you are interested!! We guarantee a fun hour (2:30 p.m. or so)…

The Sutton Concession stand will be open on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 4:00 – 6:15 p.m. beginning in January.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Nancy Schwartzmiller at 404-217-5964 or 404-262-2166.  This opportunity allows you to give as much or as little time as you want.  Any time you can volunteer would be appreciated.

Host Families Needed: We’re looking for host families for Columbian exchange students who will be visiting Sutton and North Atlanta from Jan. 6th – 12th. They are 12 and 13 years old and are singers, dancers and actors. There will be 25 students – 15 girls and 10 boys and 3 female teachers. If interested, please contact Reggie Colbert at rrcolbert@atlanta.k12.ga.us.
A Free Two-Minute Way to Help our School!  If you are a Georgia Natural Gas customer or would like to be one, go to www.trueblueschools.com with your GNG account number and register.  Your two minute investment will return $85 to the Sutton Middle School and it will cost you nothing.   You can also give part of the donation to one school and part to another.  Any proceeds given to SMS will go into the fund that supports field trips.  asofianos@atlanta.k12.ga.us
Calendar:     
Note the Last day of school is Thursday, December 18th.

December

12th – 19th

Barnes & Noble Book Fair at B & N benefitting SMS


18th

Last Day of School

January


7th

Coffee Talk 9:00 am WEDNESDAY MORNING


9th

NAHS Coffee Talk 8:30 am


9th

Parent/Faculty Basketball Game

13th

Half Day (Early Release)


13th

Career Day 


14th

NAHS PTSA Meeting

14th

Sutton Tour 9:15

15th

Prospective Parent Open House - Sutton


17th

2nd Round All State Band


17-19

8th Grade Trip to NY


19th

No School
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