The Sutton Sentinel

(Quick news and information about your Sutton family)   

February 27, 2009
The March 5th PTA meeting has been postponed:  Please check upcoming Sentinels for the rescheduled date!  Thank you. 

Day of Dance For Health:   Love to Dance?  Enjoy movement and fitness?  Sutton teachers and PTA members and students are invited to participate in a Day of Dance for Health at North Atlanta High School  on Saturday, Feb. 28th from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  This event is FREE for Sutton if you register in advance by e-mailing Diana.lewis@piedmont.org;  otherwise, the event is $15 at the door.  Featured at the event:  NAHS Dance Team;  “Grease” by NAHS students; line dancing with Wild Bill’s Wild Team; Cha Cha and Swing with Arthur Murray Dance Studio;  Jazz and Hip Hop with the Atlanta Ballet;  Hula and Belly Dancing with Nazeem Allayl Belly Dance Studios… and on and on!  There are also sessions on self defense, tai chi, golf instruction, and baseball.  There will be cooking demonstrations, dance aerobics for kids, and health screenings by Piedmont Heart Institute Physicians.  For more information, you may go to www.piedmonthospital.org (click on the Red Shoes at the bottom of the page), or www.northatlantahigh.org.    

Handymen (or Handywomen) needed!   We are looking for volunteers to help with a special “surprise” project for staff!  We need volunteers who can help assemble items, do some basic light carpentry, and just some general fix-it projects.  This project is headed by parent Daniel Howard, with design help from Grandma Jackie.  The school contact person is School Administrative Manager Tawana Randall.  PTA is funding this project, and it will be something special to be a part of!  To find out more information, please contact Daniel Howard at dhhoward@comcast.net.   Please volunteer, we really need your help!!

School Administrative Manager (SAM):  Tawana Randall is our School Administrative Manager (or SAM)!  She works closely with Ms. Sofianos to help oversee the “business” related tasks of the school (for example, facility issues, ordering of supplies, etc.), so that Ms. Sofianos can focus on curriculum and instruction.  SAM is a pilot program in 23 of our schools through a specially funded grant (not a part of the official APS budget).   Studies show that if the principal spends over 51% of her time in instructional related activities, the entire school’s test scores will go up!  So far, Ms. Sofianos has been able to create time for more classroom observations and has even added student focus groups, where kids share their ideas for improving their learning experiences at Sutton.   Ms. Randall brings her perspective from the business world and also has management experience.  She really gets things done, and works on behalf of the principal to help SMS run smoothly!       

Attendance:  Please make sure your child is on time each day (8:45 a.m.) and stays all day!!!   Let’s meet our attendance target!  Once a student has 10 or more absences, it negatively impacts our APS target for attendance.  Last year, we missed our attendance target by just 2%!  If every family does their part, we will make our target this year!     
ESOL:  English to Speakers of Other Languages Program presents the ESOL Parent Meeting and Interview Session on Thursday, March 12th from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  This will be held at Garden Hills Elementary School, 285 Sheridan Drive, NE, Atlanta, GA  30305.  Telephone (404) 802-7800.  Light refreshments will be served.  Please plan to attend!
El Programa de Ingles Como Segundo Idioma (ESOL):  Presenta la ESOL Reunión y Sesión de Entrevista de Los Padres.  Jueves el 12 de Marzo del 2009, 5:00 de la tarde - 8:00 de la tarde 
Escuela Primaria de Garden Hills,  285 Sheridan Dr, NE, Atlanta, GA 30305 
Telephono: (404) 802-7800 ¡Serviremos Refrescos!  *Reunión para Apoyar el Programa de ESOL
Spring Flea Market:  Volunteers needed to help with the April Flea Market and Plant Sale. Please e-mail Denise Maxey, maxeyunc@yahoo.com to volunteer.

All Pro Dad’s Next Meeting Friday, March 20 – RSVP Now!  The next meeting of All Pro Dad’s will be on Friday, March 20 at 7:35 a.m. in the school's theatre.  Reserve your biscuits from Chick-fil-A ($2/each) by rsvp’ing to Daniel Walker at walkerdl61@bellsouth.net.  Also, mark your calendars for the remaining meeting on April 17. Please remember to park in the Chastain parking lot. All Pro Dad's Day is a monthly breakfast where fathers and their children meet with other dads and kids for food, fun and fellowship.  Any man who serves as a role model for a child is welcome to attend.  Single mothers and their kids are also encouraged to attend.   To learn more about the organization, visit the website www.allprodad.com. 

 

Book Fair Volunteers Needed:  Our Barnes & Noble spring book fair will be an “in-store” book fair (at Barnes & Noble) the week of April 13th -19th.   We will be selling summer reading books here at school on night of the 6th grade orientation, April 16th.  Anyone who can volunteer to work during the book fair should contact Kathy Morris at morrisfam5@bellsouth.net.  Also, the media center will be having a Scholastic book fair at Sutton during the week of May 11th.  Please contact Patti George, patgeorge@atlanta.k12.ga.us, if you would be available to organize that event.
 

Congratulations to the following participants in the Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl regional competition on February 7th: 7th graders Caroline Geckler, Emily Martin, Patrick Reid, and Katie Thomson; and 6th graders Lizzie Franco, Juliet Jackson, Kaylee Palmer and Carlin Smith.
 

Frisbee Intramurals:  Co-ed Ultimate Frisbee sign-ups will begin the week of Feb. 23rd. Please have your child listen for the announcements to come pick up their registration forms from the office. Sutton health teacher, Mr. Razacq, will lead this spring intramural on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school from 4:00-5:15. The session will run from March 10- May 7. Beginners and returning players are welcome...come out and join the fun!

Warrior Window:   Alumni in the News… Jasmin Jones, NAHS Class of 2006, was just elected president of the student body at UNC Chapel Hill… 50 NAHS students are spending spring break together on a college tour (from North Carolina through Massachusetts)…  Catch the  Spirit!  Plan to attend the next NAHS coffee talk on March 6th at 8:30 a.m. in the NAHS media center.  

Calendar: 

February


27th

Student Council Dance, 4 to 6:00 p.m.


27th

Sutton Board Meeting, 9:00 am


28th

Girls Soccer v. Bunche, 10:00 a.m.


28th

Baseball at Dunwoody, 10:30 a.m.


28th

Day of Dance For Health, 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at NAHS

March


2nd

Girls Soccer v. Whitefield, Home, 4:30 p.m.

4th

Girls Soccer v. Paidea, Home, 4:30 p.m.

5th

NO PTA MEETING (POSTPONED) 

6th

NAHS Coffee Talk, 8:30 am


7th

Girls Soccer, 10:00 a.m. , Home, v. Young



10th

Girls Soccer, Away v. Renfro, 4:45 p.m.


11th

NAHS PTSA Meeting 


11th

Tour
9:15 a.m.

13th

No School

www.suttonmiddleschool.org
404-802-5600

Submissions should be mailed to suttonsentinel@yahoo.com







